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KEY CONCEPTS
1.	 Growth Is Happening On The Edges, But Parks Are Concentrated In The Center - Population is increasing 

most on the south and west sides of the city, while existing parks and trails are primarily located in and around 
the urban core, creating a growing gap between where people live and where parks are.

2.	 Key Demographics - Youth, Seniors, And Working-Age Adults are all concentrated on the outskirts where park 
access and walkability are lowest, underscoring the need for more equitably distributed parks and better trail 
connectivity citywide.

3.	 Walkability To Parks Is A Significant Challenge For Outer Neighborhoods - Residents on the city’s edges 
face the longest distances to parks, making trail connections, safe routes, and potentially new park sites in 
developing areas a priority.

4.	 Natural Constraints Shape Where New Parks Can And Can’t Go - Floodplains along Rapid Creek and steep 
terrain on the city’s western edges limit developable land, but also present opportunities to embrace those 
landscapes as natural open space and trail corridors.

5.	 The Analysis Makes A Clear Case For Proactive, Growth-Oriented Planning - As the city continues to 
expand, strategic decisions about where to acquire land, build connections, and invest in new facilities will 
determine whether the park system keeps pace with Rapid City’s evolving population.
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POPULATION DENSITY
Rapid City’s population is densest in the city’s center and 
west side. From this, we can analyze where residents 
live in relation to where parks and trails are located and 
determine whether they are well-aligned.
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POPULATION CHANGE
Areas colored dark red are experiencing the most 
population growth. The number of residents is growing 
the most on the south and west sides of the city and 
decreasing at its center.
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YOUTH POPULATION DENSITY

YOUTH POPULATION DENSITY
The highest population of youth, in dark purple, occurs 
on the south and east sides of Rapid City, which is 
furthest away from parks.
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MEDIAN AGE DISTRIBUTION
Those ages 23-52 are fairly equally distributed 
throughout Rapid City.
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SENIOR POPULATION DENSITY
The population of senior citizens is greatest on the 
outskirts of Rapid City, which is furthest from the parks. 
Good connectivity and walkability to parks may be 
especially important to this age group to increase park 
access.
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WORKING AGE DENSITY
The distribution of those of working age is greatest on 
the outskirts of Rapid City, thus making it is less walkable 
to the parks. This population may benefit from greater 
connectivity to the parks.
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WALKABILITY & CONNECTIVITY
The dark blue color on the map indicates which residents 
need to walk the furthest to access the park system. 
On average, those who live on the outskirts of the city 
experience a longer walk time to parks.



79    RAPID CITY PARKS & REC MASTER PLAN  |  CHAPTER 5 RAPID CITY PARKS & REC MASTER PLAN  |  CHAPTER 5    80

S  I
N T
ER
ST
AT
E  9

0  S
ER
VI C

E  R
D

STACY ST

W
ES

T 
G
AT

E  
RD

EN CHANTMENT RD

B
EN

D
T 
D
R

E  PH I LADELPH I A ST

GREEN  VALLEY DR

F I ELD  VI EW DR

AVENU E  A

LAMB  RD

MERR I TT RD

H EATH ER  DR

E  CEN
TENN

I AL  S
T

E  TALLENT ST

AI
RP
OR
T 
RD

M
ISTY W

O
O
D
S  LN

M
EA

D
O
W
 L
N

3 
ST

E  MEADE
 ST

C
A
N
D
LE

LI
G
H
T 
D
R

SCH
RO

ED
ER  

RD

W
O
N
D
ERLA

N
D
 D
R

TANAGER  DR

TEXAS  ST

ENCHANTED  P I N
ES  DR

CLEGHORN  CANYON  RD

KANSAS  CI TY ST

CO
A
L B

A
N
K
 D
R

RE
D  
RO
CK
 CA

NY
ON
 RD

SU
M
M
ER

F I
EL

D
 D
R

L EROY ST

KIN
G
SW

O
O
D
 D
R

4 
ST

9 
ST

N
 7
 S
T

S  
A
I R
PO

R
T 
RD

AUGUSTA DR

SE
D
IV
Y
 L
N

PL
AT

EA
U
 L
N

WI LDWOOD  DR

BLU EB I RD  DR

B
EN

N
ET

T 
RD

WA
MB

L I  D
R

STEALTH  LN

VI CTORI A LAKE  
RD

C
A
V
ER

N
 R
D

B ROOKSI DE  DR

SPR I NG  BROOK RD

E  PH I
LADE

LPH I
A ST

CLARKSON  RD

CL
I F
F  
D
R

WI LL I AMS  ST

N  EMERALD  R I DGE  RD

SUMMERSET DR

SOUTH  ST

OBRI EN  ST

W
AT

ER
LO

O
 S
T

E  L
I BE

RT
Y S

T

PI
N
E 
ST

FO
U
N
TA

IN
 P
LA

Z
A
 D
R

M
IL
W
A
U
K
EE

 S
T

M
A
PL

E  
A
V
E

O
A
K AVE

M I NN ESOTA ST

CLO
U
D
 PEA

K D
R

ADAMS  ST

W
IS
CO

N
SI
N
 A
V
E

RE
SE

R
V
O
I R
 R
D

N ATI ONAL  GUARD  RD

FRANKL I N  ST

M
O
RN

IN
G
LI
G
H
T 
D
R

S  
VA

LL
EY

 D
R

VAN  BU REN  ST

MONROE  ST

LO
N
G
 V
I E
W
 R
D

BOX ELDER  RD

SAI N T JAMES  ST

SAI N T CLOUD  ST
12

 S
T

11
 S
T

W RAP I D  ST

MOUNTAI N  MEADOW RD

SUN  R I DGE  RD

E  N EW YORK ST

E  WATERTOWN  ST

E  DENVER  ST

P I N
ED
AL
E  H

E I G
HT
S  D

R

PO
TT

ER
 R
D

COLUMBUS  ST

SA
M
CO

 RD

QU I NCY ST

CO
PP

ER
F I
EL

D
 D
R

E  OAKLAND  ST

LAUREL  H E I GHTS  DR

SAI N T ANN E  ST

DARK CANYON  RD

M
A
PL

E 
A
V
ESAI N T F RANCI S  ST

WI LLOWBEND  RD

EN
N
EN

 D
R

MORR I S  LN

FOX RUN  DR

H I DDEN  VALLEY RD

SAMMI S  TRL

H
A
A
KO

N
 ST

PA
RK

V
I E
W
 D
R

HORSE  CREEK RD

BOX ELDER  RD  W

G
RA

N
D
V
I EW

 D
R

MALL  DR

N
IC
K
EL
 S
T

SAI N T ANDREW ST

SAI N T CHARLES  ST

COUNTRY RD

W SUNNYDALE  RD

PRESTW
IC
K
 RD

SA
N
D
 LN

D
IA
M
O
N
D
 R
I D
G
E  
B
LV

D

EMERALD  R I DGE  RD

HARMONY H E I GHTS  LN

WOODRI DGE  DR

STUMER  RD

PO
W
D
ER

H
O
RN

 D
R

KI NGS  RD
A
RCH

ER  W
AY

PE
N
N
Y
 L
N

B I GHO
RN  RD

229  ST

CENTRE  ST

ALTA VI STA DR

NAMELESS  CAVE  RD

FA
LL
I N
G  
RO
CK
 RD

OLDE  ORCHARD  RD

GREEN F I ELD  DR

A
N
D
ER

SO
N
 R
D

CABOT H I LL  RD

SOLD I ER  RD

RID
G
ELA

N
D
 LO

O
P

P I ON EER  CI R

N  I N
TER

STA
TE  9

0  SE
RVI

CE  R
D

PEVAN
S  PKW

Y

SOUTHSI DE  DR

PAN
O
RAM

A CI R

TIMBERL I N E  RD  W

K
IT
T 
PE

A
K
 R
D

C I N NAMON  R I DGE  DR

RE
D
EM

PT
IO
N
 R
D

1 4
9 
A
V
E

WH I T
E  BU

FFA
LO R

D

W
 N
IK
E 
RD

H
ID
D
EN

 S
PR

I N
G
S  
RD

DUNN  RD

225  ST

R
ES

ER
V
O
IR
 R
D

CH EYENNE  BLVD

OLD  FOLSOM
 RD

E  ANAMOSA ST

M
AR
LI
N  
DR

5 
ST

STU
R
G
I S  R

D

SO
U
TH

 G
AT

E  
R
D

S  
EL

LS
W
O
R
TH

 R
D

SEGER  DR
44

 S
T S I O

U
X
 SA

N
 D
R

P
R
O
M
IS
E  
R
D

C
I TY

 SP
R
I N
G
S  R

D

H
A
IN
ES

 A
V
E

EGL I N  ST

W MAIN  ST

SOUTH  CANYON  RD

C
A
R
R
IA
G
E  H

I LLS  D
R

M
O
U
N
TA

IN
 V
I E
W
 R
D

N  
CR
EE
K 
DR

D
EG

EE
ST

 D
R

MU I RF I ELD  DR

ANAMOSA ST

DI SK DR

E  SAI NT PATRI CK ST

FAI RMONT BLVD

SAINT JOSEPH  ST

W MAIN  ST

JO
LL
Y
 L
N

E  CATRON  BLVD

CA
NY

ON
 LA

KE
 DR

E  OMAHA ST

E  C
AT
RO

N  
BL
VD

N  PLAZA DR

HOMESTEAD  ST

N
 E
LL

SW
O
R
TH

 R
D

TO
W
ER

 R
D

C
A
M
B
EL

L  
ST

N
 E
LK

 V
A
LE

 R
D

D
Y
ES

S  
A
V
E

TWI L I GHT DR

M
IC
K
EL

SO
N
 D
R

SH
ER

ID
A
N
 L
A
K
E  
R
D

SAI NT PATRI CK ST

E  M I NNESO
TA ST

E  H I GHWAY 44

E  OAKLAND  ST

E  NORTH  ST

SKYLI N E  DR

M
O
U
N
T 
R
U
SH

M
O
R
E  
R
D

N
 L
A
 C
R
O
SS

E  
ST

M
O
U
N
T 
R
U
SH

M
O
R
E  
R
D

N
 E
LK

 V
A
LE

 R
D

S  H
I G
HW

AY
 1 6

14
3 
A
V
E

D
EA

D
W
O
O
D
 A
V
E 
N

A
I R
P
O
R
T 
R
D

N
 E
LK

 V
A
LE

 R
D

H
I LLSV

I EW
 D
R

S 
V
A
LL

EY
 D
R

CO
V
IN
G
TO

N
 S
T

W H I GHWAY 44

S 
H I
GH

W
AY
 1
6

RANGE
 RD

R
A
D
A
R
 H
IL
L  
R
D

W CH I CAGO ST

E  N
OR
TH
 ST

JAC
KSO

N  B
LVD

FLORMANN  ST

C
R
EE

K
 D
R

W
EST B

LV
D

EGL I N  ST

D
EA

D
W
O
O
D
 A
V
E

EL
M
 A
V
E

SEGER  DR

OMAHA ST

E  SAI NT JOSEPH  ST

CORRAL  DR

MAIN  ST
QU INCY ST

EL
K 
VA

LE
 R
D

D
U
N
SM

O
R
E  
R
D

NORTH  ST

N
 M

A
P
LE

 A
V
E

CA
TR
ON

 BL
VD

SC
HR

OE
DE

R  R
D

UN IVERSAL  DR

A
LB

ER
TTA

 D
R

MOON  MEADOWS DR

H IGHWAY 1 41 6

EL
K
 V
A
LE

 R
D

E  SA
I N
T JO

SEPH
 ST

M
T 
R
U
SH

M
O
R
E  
R
D
 S
ER

V
I C
E  
R
D

S  H
I G
H
W
AY 79

H I GHWAY 1 41 6

LONG  VI EW RD

COUNTRY RD

CATRON  BLVD

CO
N
CO

U
R
SE

 D
R

E  MALL  DR

PA
R
K
 D
R

R
A
N
D
 R
D

N EM
O RD

S H
IG
H
W
AY 79

LAMB  RD

RED
EM

PTIO
N
 RD

1 90

90

90

90

FLOOD HAZARD

FLOOD HAZARD
The blue and orange areas are located within the 
floodway and the 100- and 500-year floodplains. As 
seen, these areas flank Rapid Creek. These areas are less 
suitable for development due to flood hazards. 
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STEEP SLOPES

STEEP SLOPES
Dark orange areas represent the steepest areas of Rapid 
City. Steep and uneven terrain are less desirable for 
development, making them more desirable for parks and 
open space.
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